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From The Pastor’s ❤ ... 
And God called the dry land Earth, and the gathering together of the waters He called Seas. And God saw that it was 
good.  Then God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the fruit tree that yields fruit 
according to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth; and it was so.  And the earth brought forth grass, the 
herb that yields seed according to its kind, and the tree that yields fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its 
kind.  And God saw that it was good... ~ Genesis 1:10-12 
Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the evening and the morning were 
the sixth day.  ~ Genesis 1:31 
Can there be a more beautiful time of the year in North Carolina? I was outside for a wedding ceremony yesterday. The thousands 
of azaleas planted in our area have been blooming for a couple weeks. They are easily visible from local roadways and many are 
beginning to pass their peak. While walking at Willstella Farm, I noticed that as the azaleas are beginning to fade, the 
rhododendrons (the state flower of West Virginia) are just preparing to push out their blooms.  I paused and thought of our Lord’s 
vast creation.  All of it was and is “very good.” 
One thing that makes it so good is that with little effort, you can have blooms in your yard all year round: sedum and mums in the 
fall; pansies, cabbages and camellia in the winter; crocus, daffodils, azaleas and rhododendron run their schedule in spring; and 
many annuals and perennials bloom all summer long. Sure, we may appreciate those things and even pridefully show off our 
landscape a little bit, but have you paused lately to think that God made them all just that way? Just one more reason to praise 
Him today. 
O Lord GOD, You have begun to show Your servant Your greatness and Your mighty hand, for what god is there in 
heaven or on earth who can do anything like Your works and Your mighty deeds?  ~ Deuteronomy 3:24 

Bloom Where You Are Planted!  
Pastor Chris    

Sunday School And Children’s Church Update 
It was exciting to open up our Children’s Department in April. We are thankful for these workers: Nursery: Judy Tucker, Kathy 
Sneed and Bradley Motsinger; Pre-School - K5: Renee Russell; 1st - 3rd Grades: Ernie and Joanna Lookabill; 4th - 6th 
Grades: Esther Arrowood & Stephanie Woosley; Youth: Steve and Vikki Cook, Kim Longbottom, Darren and Ann Combs; 
College: Mark and Carla Arrowood.  We currently have one combined adult class meeting in the Sanctuary with teachers 
rotating: May 2nd - David Russell, May 9th - Chuck Moorefield, May 16th - Eddie Hauser, May 23rd - Chuck Moorefield and 
May 30th - David Russell. 
Children’s Church has moved to the Fellowship Hall under the direction of Austin and Cheyenne Decker.  Children will gather 
for worship with their families in the and then exit for children’s church after the music portion of the service. 

Wednesday Night Bible Study 
We saw an immediate bump in our Wednesday Night Bible Study and Prayer time when Pastor Chris announced a new study on 
cults and comparative religions.  Religion has splintered into hundreds of different genres since God first revealed Himself to 
humanity.  Our purpose is not to condemn or stir conflict, but to prepare believers to “contend earnestly for the faith which 
was once for all delivered to the saints.” (Jude 1:3) You are invited to join us on Wednesdays at 7PM in the Sanctuary for 
this critical study. 
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Greetings Church Family! 
We have a lot planned this summer for both Youth and Children’s Ministry.  We couldn’t be more excited!  Now that Children’s 
Ministry is back in full swing, we will be writing these newsletters for youth and children.  We have so many events coming up, 
let's get right into the news! 

1. Children’s Sunday - Sunday School will be offered for your child each Sunday at 10AM.  We offer Sunday School from 
kindergarten to 6th grade. 

2. Children’s Church - Every Sunday at 11AM, we offer Children’s Church where your child will get a chance to play a 
game, eat a snack, sing fun songs of praise and learn a lesson from the Bible. 

3. Youth Centrifuge Camp - We will be using Lifeway’s Centrifuge Camp at North Greenville University this summer from 
Monday, June 7th to Saturday, June 12th.  The cost for Centrifuge is $250 and a $50 deposit is due by Sunday, May 
16th.  We promise you the experience will be well worth it as a time of fun and growing in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Don’t let your teen miss it! 

4. Youth Mission Trip - Friday, July 16th to Friday, July 23rd, we will be headed to SWARM (Southwest Area Resort 
Ministry) in Bryson City, NC to serve and reach Native American families and annual vacationers.  We will do this 
through VBS, serving at nursing homes, working at flea markets and construction projects.  It will not be all work and no 
play, there will be one day of tubing as well.  We will have a fundraiser for the mission trip soon. 

If you have any questions about these events, please don’t hesitate to call or text us at (336) 250-3683.  We are praying for our 
families, parents, teens and children as we grow in our walk with the Lord. 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it.” 
~Proverbs 22:6 

With Grace,     
Austin and Cheyenne Decker  

CentriKid 
ATTENTION all third through six graders!  We have a reserved spot for Lifeway’s CentriKid Camp at Gardner Webb University 
from Monday, July 19th to Friday, July 23rd.  The church is able to offer this camp for our students for $200 each.  A $50 
deposit is due by Sunday, May 2nd to reserve your spot.  Pastor Chris and Joanna Lookabill are our scheduled chaperones (as 
needed, others will be added).  See Pastor Chris for more information or to reserve your spot. 

Women’s Missionary Union 
The WMU will meet Monday, May 10th at 10:30AM.  We will discuss Baptist Collegiate Ministries and giving through our time, 
talents and finances.  “And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.” ~Colossians 3:17 

Senior Adult May Day Luncheon 
Join us for a fantabulous May Day luncheon on Friday, May 14th at noon in the Fellowship Hall. Masks will be required.  We will 
start with some fine cooking prepared by Butch and his team. We will then be entertained by the amazing band, “Raincheck.” If 
you missed them the last time they performed at NFBC, you’re in for a treat! We will have a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board 
outside our secretary’s office.  You may also call or text Gwen Bracknell (336-972-2164) or Kathy Holbrook (336-816-8333) to 
reserve your spot.  We promise you a good time!  

2021 Southern Baptist Convention 
The 2021 Southern Baptist Convention will be Sunday, June 13th to Wednesday, June 16th at the Gaylord Opryland Resort 
and Conference Center in Nashville, TN.  Contact Pastor Chris if you are interested in attending.  We are scheduled to commission 
new missionaries and elect a new president.  The annual convention is a wonderful time to refocus our efforts on fulfilling the 
Great Commission. 
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Congratulations! 

~ to Kendall and Shelby Hoover on the birth of their son on April 22nd.  Dawson Scott entered the world weighing 6lbs 6oz and 
was 19 1/4” long. 
~to newlyweds, Brandon and Monica Kemppainen who were married on April 25th by Pastor Chris at Willstella Farms in 
Kernersville.  Monica is Sam and Emma Hursh’s granddaughter. 

Financially Speaking In March 
By The Numbers:  March numbers are in.  At the time of this publication, April numbers are not complete; however, in March, 
our general offerings totaled $33,581.  Another $5,200 was designated to our building debt retirement.  Combined Morning 
Worship attendance averaged 103.  Which is a 49% increase over February.  Our debt retirement number on April 30th is 
$293,280. 
Offering envelopes are available in the Vestibule to encourage regular giving.   If you are sending your offerings via US mail, call 
the office and we will be happy to send you a package of giving envelopes (specify if you would prefer 12, 24 or 52). 

“So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
~ 2 Corinthians 9:7 

Christian Sympathy Extended 
~ to the family of Earl Dittus, who passed away on April 7th.  Pray for his daughter, Lisa Weaver and the extended family. 
~ to the family of Hubert Asbury, who passed away on April 24th.  Pray for his children, Sharon Cook and Rick Asbury and the 
extended family. 
~ to the family of Elaine Newman, who passed away on April 24th.  Pray for her children, Kelly Whitaker and Danny Cook and the 
extended family. 

Thank You Notes 
Dear New Friendship Baptist Church Family, Greetings from Oklahoma!  The wind is blowing hard, the wheat is a beautiful green in 
the fields and it is Spring in Oklahoma!  I struggle to find words to express the gratitude which fills my heart.  I was so honored the 
way you graciously received “The Evening of Music with Merlene and Friends”.  The many cards and kind words were a rich blessing 
and you were most generous.  I also thank you for the glass Teardrop Memento in honor of my time as your pianist.  The memento 
is beautiful!  You as a church family have blessed my life in countless ways these past 8.5 years.  Please know of my deep love for 
you.  NFBC will forever remain in my heart.  Soli deo Gloria  ~Merlene Payne 

Dear Pastor Chris and congregation of New Friendship:Thank you for hosting our “Three Piano Concert”.  It was a 
blessing to meet you and share music.  Thank you for the generous gift as well.  We would love to visit you again some 
time.  In Christ, Jeff Crum 
Dear Church Family, thank you so much for the opportunity to present our ministry and your 
generous honorarium.  We enjoyed our time worshipping and fellowshipping with you all!  Love in 
Christ, Tim, Autumn, Lincoln, Oliver and Elowen Galbraith 

With Special Thanks, this extra special thank you note sent to you today holds more appreciation 
than any words can say…for you’re among the nicest people I have ever known and you will never be 
forgotten for the thoughtfulness you’ve shown in prayers, cards and cash gifts.  Thank you for 
everything and please continue to pray for us!  Don and Brenda Hale
If you need to reserve the building or the bus for any reason, please give Vivian a call at 336-788-3112 or email her at (vivianleigh@me.com) as soon as 
you know about your event so that we can keep the calendar organized.  If you have information that needs to be put in the bulletin, please have that to 
Vivian by 10AM on Thursday mornings.  If you have information that needs to be put in the monthly newsletter, please have this information to Vivian 
by the 20th of each month. 
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