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From The Pastor’s ❤ ... 
What a contrast we see in a multi-generational church.  Young children think a month is a lifetime away.  Time 
just crawls for them.  As our students hit high school and get jobs and become involved in extracurricular 
activities, time begins to fly.  This will be the norm in college, early adulthood and at least until the children 
leave the nest.  For most of us as we age, our lives become more sedimentary.  Like children, our elderly have 
clocks that crawl, calendars that seldom turn the page and days that drag on, contributing to their loneliness 
and isolation. Henry Twells said it this way:  

“When as a child I laughed and wept, Time crept. 
When as a youth I waxed more bold, Time strolled. 

When I became a full grown man, Time RAN. 
When older still I daily grew, Time FLEW. 

Soon I shall find, in passing on, Time gone.” 
Covid hasn’t helped that latter group at all, but it has slowed down the middle group of adolescents and 
adults. No matter which stage of life you find yourself in, the psalmist begins the hymnal of the Old Testament 
with a powerful stabilizer.  
Psalm 1:1-3, “Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the 
path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;  But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in 
His law he meditates day and night.  He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That 
brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall 
prosper.” 
No matter how little time you think you have, God has made sure we each receive 1,440 minutes in a day.  I’d 
encourage you to spend a few of them in His Word and every once in a while, spend a few with the young and 
the old.  Life isn’t nearly so hurried for them. 

God’s Timing is Perfect! 
Pastor Chris 

An Evening With Merlene 
We are excited to announce an upcoming concert on Wednesday, March 3rd at 7PM. Please join us for “An 
Evening With Merlene” as our gifted pianist shares her talent, passion and love for Jesus with us. 

April 4th will be Resurrection Sunday (Easter).  
The worship schedule for that day will be posted soon. 
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From The Youth Pastor… 

Hello, New Friendship Baptist Church! 
Cheyenne and I are extremely excited at the opportunity to serve full-time at NFBC.  Cheyenne works with children at 

Brenner Children’s Hospital, so she was especially excited we might get to help out with the children.  I wanted to tell everyone 
that I would be honored to serve as the Pastor of Student Ministries.  Cheyenne and I have a lot of ideas and goals we would like 
to accomplish, but most of all, we want to equip parents to disciple their children to follow Christ.  Cheyenne and I love children 
and we look forward to getting the opportunity to serve NFBC in this manner. 

On a different note, here is a look at just a few things that are coming: 
• Friday, February 19th – Sunday, February 21st – We will be taking a two night trip to WV to ski at Winterplace! This 

is a big event and will involve church time, plenty of games, fellowship, bonfires, heated pools, basketball, laser tag, the 
slopes, and more! 

• Saturday, March 6th  – Project Thrift Store! This event is free, and we will all be taking a trip to local thrift store to see 
who can find the best outfit and most wacky outfit. We will probably get lunch 

• We are meeting at 10AM each week for Sunday School in the POD.  If any eligible youth are interested, please 
come stop by!  Sunday School tends to have a longer lesson that is fairly laid back.  

• We are meeting every Wednesday at 7PM in the POD.  If any eligible youth are interested, please stop by!  We have 
fun each week hanging out, playing games and learning more about Christ.  Wednesday nights have games, videos and 
a shorter lesson. 

Matthew 19:14 says, “But Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.’” I pray that my life can reflect my savior in this manner. The children and teenagers our the 
next generation of Christians, and I want our church to equip and train them well. 

With Grace,      
Austin and Cheyenne Decker  

Ordination Service For Austin Decker 
Austin Decker was reviewed by a council of qualified pastors and deacons on February 13th and is enthusiastically recommended 
for ordination.  A worship service of commission and celebration is planned for 5PM on Sunday, February 28th. All are invited 
plus it will stream on the church Facebook page. Unfortunately due to Covid, a reception cannot be planned for this event. 

Women’s Missionary Union 
The WMU will meet Monday, March 8th at 10:30AM. We will discuss generous, sacrificial living, meeting the needs of others, 
and sharing Jesus.  This will also be the beginning of the Week of Prayer for North American Missions in preparation for the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering.  Our featured missionaries this year are located in Vancouver, Atlanta, Boston, Idaho, New Mexico, New 
Orleans, and California. Masks and social distancing still in force. 

Personnel Committee News 
On Sunday, February 14th, the Personnel Committee recommended to the congregation that Austin Decker, our current Youth 
Pastor be hired in a full-time capacity as Pastor of Student Ministries.  Austin has done a wonderful job growing our youth 
program even during the pandemic.  We feel that Austin and Cheyenne Decker will be excellent in growing our Children’s 
Ministry (K3-elementary grade) programs which we have needed at NFBC for several years.  In addition, Austin has been 
including our college students in the youth activities as mentors which demonstrates his outstanding capabilities to serve our 
entire student ministry programs.  This recommendation has been discussed and approved by the NFBC Deacons. 
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One Time Voting Procedures For Austin Decker As Pastor Of Student Ministry 
The vote to hire Austin Decker as our full-time Pastor of Student Ministries is scheduled for Sunday, March 14th during the AM 
services.  The required 30-day notification to our church membership has been satisfied by this announcement on Sunday, 
February 14th. 
Due to the COVID pandemic, many of our church membership cannot attend the indoor services and would not be able to vote on 
March 14th.  Theresa Coleman, Church Clerk, brought forth a motion to suspend the normal voting procedures and offer 
alternate methods for voting for all NFBC church members for hiring Austin full-time; the motion passed and alternate options 
will only be allowed on the vote for Austin. 
The following voting opportunities will be available for all NFBC members: 

• Sanctuary voting on Sunday, March 14th in the AM services  
• Drive-Thru voting on Sunday, March 14th 
• Phone-In voting beginning the week of March 8th during designated times (dates and times in upcoming mailing) 
• Mail-In voting prior to Sunday March 14th 

All NFBC members will receive a detailed information communication during the week of February 22nd which will include: 
• The Pastor of Student Ministries Job Description 
• Compensation package offered 
• The details of the provisional voting alternatives 

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Chris or Theresa Coleman, Personnel Committee Chair. 

Thank You 
Senior Adult Committee and WMU, thank you so much for the gift bags left at our door.  An extra 
thanks to whoever drove all the way down here to deliver them.  We have really enjoyed everything.  
May each of you have a Healthy Happy New Year!  Love in Christ, Brenda & Rickie Pennell 

Financially Speaking 
For the month of January 2021 (5 weeks) 

(Because January was a month of five Sundays, those numbers were incomplete. 
In the last newsletter, we will share them again.) 

Weekly Worship Attendance: 62 
General Offering: $33,120 

Building Fund: $6,445 ( giving is 6.7% above last year) 
Building Loan Balance: $308,330 

If you need to reserve the building or the bus for any reason, please give Vivian a call at 336-788-3112 or email her at (vivianleigh@me.com) as soon as 
you know about your event so that we can keep the calendar organized.  If you have information that needs to be put in the bulletin, please have that to 
Vivian by 10AM on Thursday mornings.  If you have information that needs to be put in the monthly newsletter, please have this information to Vivian 
by the 20th of each month. 
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