
Volume 12, Issue 2 February  2021

From The Pastor’s ❤ ... 
We spent at least four Sundays recently digesting Paul’s words to the Corinthian Church about agape love, the 
completely unselfish and sacrificial love that God has for us, the same love He instructs us to have for the 
world.  The Bible begins 1 Corinthians 14:1, “Pursue love...” 
As the calendar turns another month, we see Valentine’s Day approaching.  I think of our widows and widowers 
who are missing their Valentine this year.  One of our long standing traditions has been for the men of our 
church to take our single ladies out for a special meal around Valentine’s Day.  Sadly, we will have to miss that 
this year, but maybe we will have a chance to show that love a little later in 2021. 
Cupid is a mythological Greek god of attraction and desire, born of the of the union of Mars and Venus. 
Physical attraction and youthful desire are a poor substitute for genuine love.  Mythology by its very definition 
is fake, but Saint Valentine was real.  A Roman priest born about 200 years after the birth of Christ, Valentine 
served the Body of Christ by offering aid to suffering Christians like those exposed to lions for sport in large 
stadiums.  As Christians were being persecuted under Roman Emperor Claudius II, they were forbidden to 
marry.  Valentine defied the emperor’s order by officiating these wedding ceremonies.  Because it was illegal to 
offer any aid to Christians, Valentine was locked up, but Claudius took a liking to his new prisoner. 
Saint Valentine easily could have survived this persecution until one day, he tried to convert the emperor to 
Christ.  Claudius sentenced him to death.  When clubs and stones failed to bring about the desired result, Saint 
Valentine was beheaded on February 14, 269 A.D. 
If you are fortunate enough to have a Valentine in your life who loves you unconditionally, respond with equal 
unselfishness.  If you’re hoping “Cupid’s arrow” can find its way into the heart of the object of your affection, 
don’t trust the myth. Jesus said, “And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. This is the first commandment. And the 
second, like it, is this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment 
greater than these.” (Mark 12:30-31)  The surest way to find love is to show love. The surest way to receive 
love is to give love. 

Love One Another  
Pastor Chris   

Contribution Statements 
Contribution statements for 2020 will have to be distributed differently this year due to COVID restrictions.  We ask that anyone 
who is interested in receiving a statement to email Susie Gardner at hsgardner@triad.rr.com.  Please include the following: 
husband and wife’s name (if applicable), mailing address and phone number.  Susie will then mail the statement as 
soon as they have been prepared.  If you have questions, please contact the church office at 336-788-3112. 
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From The Youth Pastor… 

Hello, New Friendship Baptist Church! 
We have seen a small increase in students attending youth even in the middle of COVID-19.  I consider this to be a 

blessing that each week young students come to enjoy fellowship, games and looking at God’s word and how it can change their 
life.  I am praying each week for our church, our pastor and mostly our students.  I want them to truly believe that what God has in 
store for them is greater than Instagram, money, cars, relationships, video games or whatever they are into.  God’s Word is 
greater!  The Lord has promised them and all of us riches and mansions more beautiful than we have ever seen.  All because of 
what Jesus did for me and you on the cross. 

On a different note, here is a look at just a few things that are coming: 
• Sunday, February 7th - Cheyenne and I will be hosting a Super Bowl party at our house!  There will be games, dinner 

and of course…Football!  Party starts at 6PM.  There is no cost.  (1215 Ziglar Rd, Winston Salem, 27105) 
• Friday, February 19th to Sunday, February 21st – We will be taking a two night trip to West Virginia to ski at 

Winterplace!  This is a big event which will involve church time, plenty of games, fellowship, bonfires, heated pools, 
basketball, laser tag, the slopes and more! 

• The youth are meeting at 10AM each week for Sunday School in the POD.  If any eligible youth are interested in 
coming, please stop by! Sunday School tends to have a longer lesson that is fairly laid back. 

• The youth are meeting every Wednesday at 7PM in the POD.  We have fun each week hanging out, playing games 
and learning more about Christ.  Wednesday nights have games, videos, and a shorter lesson.  This is your invitation 
(though you don’t need one) to stop by and see what we are all about! 

Please be in prayer for our church and our country as things are rapidly changing. My heart is set on things going back to normal 
and I want our church to hit the ground running for reaching others with the message of Jesus Christ, His Death and Resurrection.  
Let’s reach our community! 

With grace,    
Austin & Cheyenne Decker 

Women’s Missionary Union 
The WMU will meet Monday, February 8th, at 10:30AM.  We will continue discussing prayer by reading through some of the 
Psalms and talk about foster children.  We will participate in a Valentine project.  Masks and social distancing still applies. 

Salem Pregnancy Care Center Baby Bottle Campaign 
Church-wide annual collection for Salem Pregnancy Care Center will again be held during the month of February.  We will not 
have baby bottles to fill but you can still donate by cash or check.  Just mark your contribution envelope “Salem Pregnancy”.  
Let’s send “God’s Love” to help someone choose life over abortion.  All services offered by Salem Pregnancy are free.  

Thank You 
Senior Adult Committee and WMU, Thank you so much for the gift bags left at our door.  An extra 
thanks to whoever drove all the way down here to deliver them.  We have really enjoyed everything.  
May each of you have a very Merry Christmas and a Healthy Happy New Year!  Love in Chris, Brenda 
and Rickie Pennell 

And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 
1 Corinthians 13:13 
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Senior Adult Ministry 

We find ourselves in this New Year of 2021 and many of us are still staying home.  Don’t give up! With all of us having the 
vaccines, I think we can get moving again. We will still have to follow the three main guidelines but we will be able to attend 
church services. We will be so happy to get our church family together again! Even though we are in a New Year with a new 
President, we still have “Our Same Jesus” who died on the cross for us. We need to constantly praise His Holy Name, for he never 
changes. We are looking forward to a better year and hope we can plan a few exciting events for our Seniors later on. We do want 
to thank Pastor Chris for going virtual with his messages. Thanks also to David Russell for giving us the outline for our SS lessons 
and teaching and to all of the others teaching our SS lessons. Happy Valentine’s Day to everyone. If you still have your 
“Sweetheart,” hug each other. For those of you who know your spouse is in heaven, close your eyes and enjoy the memories. 
Enjoy the rest of Winter. Spring is just around the corner! Love in Christ, Gwen Bracknell  

Sincere Christian Sympathy 
Our sincere Christian sympathy is extended... 
~ to Dwayne Hines on the passing of his father, Pat Hines on January 8th 

Financially Speaking 
For the month of December 2020 
Weekly Worship Attendance: 92 

General Offering: $43,247 
Building Fund: $30,317 

For the month of January 2021 (3 weeks) 
Weekly Worship Attendance: 66 

General Offering: $21,554 
Building Fund: $5,505 

If you need to reserve the building or the bus for any reason, please give Vivian a call at 336-788-3112 or email her at (vivianleigh@me.com) as soon as 
you know about your event so that we can keep the calendar organized.  If you have information that needs to be put in the bulletin, please have that to 
Vivian by 10AM on Thursday mornings.  If you have information that needs to be put in the monthly newsletter, please have this information to Vivian 
by the 20th of each month. 
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