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From the Pastor’s ♥ ... 
I stated Sunday that, “Who knew that 2020 would be characterized by a national shortage of coins and toilet paper?” 
These have certainly been crazy days, but we have made adjustments where we could and our gracious Heavenly Father has 
continued to carry us through the storm. 
Has your prayer life deepened over these five months? Have you overlooked prayer and instead looked to the government for 
help? Hmm…how has that worked out? Sparked by a conversation with one of our own men and another area pastor, I’d like to 
invite you to dedicate the first weekend of August to a serious time of calling on the Lord. I came into my office on June 27th and 
pulled a stack of books off my shelf related to the subject of prayer. I read a testimony by E.M. Bounds and how he would dedicate 
the first three hours of each day to prayer. I listened to a sermon by Dr. Tony Evans on Prayer and Fasting from Isaiah 58. I’m 
trying to get myself into an intense prayer focus this week, but at the end of the day, we just need to pray. All of those books and 
sermons are useless if they don’t motivate us to pray! 
I’m convinced the devil would be happy for me to know all the stories of great prayer warriors, sing songs about the power of 
prayer and even have an unwavering confidence in God’s power to answer prayer; just as long as I don’t pray! God deliver us from 
a prayer-less Christian service. May we know no blessings except those that come through prayer. May we see no converts except 
those who are saved through prayer. May we see no recovery from infirmity except the healing that comes through prayer. 

Day Of Fasting And Prayer 
We join with Bishop Barry Washington and the congregation at Whole Man Ministries 

 on Saturday, August 1st, from 7AM to 7PM for a day of fasting and prayer! 
You are encouraged at 9PM, August 2nd to stop wherever you are and cry out to God  

to grant our country an outpouring of His Spirit in Revival,  
to heal our land of racial division and to bless us with a complete eradication of  

and recovery from the COVID-19 virus FOR HIS GLORY! Amen! 
“Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.”  

~ Jeremiah 33:3 
            For His Glory! 
            Pastor Chris 

MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER 
After the Church Council and Deacons meetings this week, we are excited to pursue opening an Adult Sunday School opportunity 
and Children’s Ministries in the coming weeks.  Of course, we want to consider the overall health of our church family and 
community and local guidelines for safety.  We will roll out communication as effectively as possible when we have more to share.  
Please contact our Children’s Ministry Chair, Rebecca Bowen at 336-403-8039 if you would be willing (pending background 
check and committee approval) to work with our nursery, preschool or elementary children. 
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Greetings, New Friendship Student Ministry families and youth! 

 Just days ago both of my grandparents tested positive for COVID-19. My grandfather, Bobby Leonard, has been a pastor 
for over 50 years at Bible Baptist Tabernacle.  His wife, Jean Leonard, has stayed by his side faithfully supporting him as they do 
the Lord’s work. My grandmother has it the worst and they have put her on a ventilator. I tell you this so that you can pray. Please 
pray for my grandparents, pray for the all those affected by COVID-19 and most of all, pray that we can fear the Lord in all his ways 
even in the midst of a pandemic. Whether my grandmother lives or passes, God has blessed our family with her presence and 
life. She is a huge reason I am in ministry today and God has used her mightily. Never forget the role family plays into the life of 
the next generation. To the best of your ability, make sure all those in your family grow up not only to believe in Christ, but to 
serve Christ with all their heart, mind, and strength. 

On a different note, there are still some exciting youth events just around the corner before school starts back! Here is a look 
at just a few things that are coming: 

• Friday, August 14th, we are planning to do an all nighter at the church. It will start at 9PM and end the following 
morning at 9AM. There will be games, food, Bible time, and more! More details to come on that soon! 

• Saturday, September 5th, we will host a drive-in movie event starting at 8:30PM.  More details coming soon! 

• We ARE meeting every Wednesday at 7PM in the Fellowship Hall.  All eligible youth are welcome! If you are 
interested, please come on by!  We have fun each week hanging out, playing games and learning more about Christ.   

I really cannot think of time I have been busier in my life with my new position as youth pastor along with my even newer 
chaplain position at the Winston-Salem Rescue Mission.  Through it all, the Lord has been good and none of our upcoming plans 
have been changed.  Our wedding is still scheduled for 2PM on Saturday, October 17th, 2020 at Triad Baptist Church in 
Kernersville, NC to which all of New Friendship is invited. 

Finally, let me leave you with a passage of Scripture that has touched me over the last few weeks.  This passage has comforted 
me as I reflect on starting a new life with my soon-to-be-wife and as my grandmother continues to follow the Lord all her days 
even in the midst of severe sickness.  John 11:24-27 says, “Martha said to Him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection at the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he 
may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to Him, 
‘Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.’”  I’m thankful Christ holds 
the keys to death, and we all have a beautiful inheritance because we believe He is the Christ, the Son of God. Amen! 
           With Grace, 
           Austin Decker 

Appalachian Coalfields Backpack Christmas Project 
The Appalachian Coalfields Backpack Christmas Project is again being sponsored by the WMU. We plan to fill 24 of the 48 
backpacks requested by Green Hills Elementary School and Grace Baptist Church in Bledsoe, KY.  Your donations will be greatly 
appreciated.  Mark your envelopes WMU. All donations received will go toward purchasing Bibles, food, clothes, hygiene items 
and a toy. 

Women’s Missionary Union 
The WMU will meet at 10:30AM on Monday, August 10th in the Fellowship Hall.  Please bring a frozen casserole or dessert to 
feed between two to four people.  The casseroles and desserts will be kept in the church freezer for anyone needing food. 
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Bringing Cheer To Senior Adults 

COVID-19 has kept the NFBC Seniors home for the biggest part of 2020.  I'm sure we have prayed more than we have in the past. 
Our faith had to grow stronger and we have lots to be thankful for.  I hope you enjoy this poem that I thought was meant for you.  
Stay Strong!  Gwen Bracknell 

Never Alone 
I'm never alone in the morning, as I rise at the break of day; 

For Jesus who watches thru the darkness, says, "Lo, I am with you always." 

I'm never alone at my table, though loved ones no longer I see, 
For dearer than all who have vanished, is Jesus who breaks bread with me. 

I'm never alone through the day light, though nothing but trials I see, 
Though the furnace be seven times heated, the "form of the Fourth" walks with me. 

I'm never alone at twilight, when darkness around me doth creep, 
And specters press hard around my pillows, He watches and cares while I sleep. 

I'm walking and talking with Jesus, each day as I travel along,  
I'm never alone. Hallelujah! The joy of the Lord is my song.  

Elizabeth Osborn 

Operation Christmas Child 
There will be differences in the way we handle Operation Christmas Child this season because of the drastic changes in our city/
state/country right now due to COVID-19.   There will be more information coming in the next few months.  We wanted to make 
you aware that we still plan to help with this important mission.  Please begin prayerfully considering a dollar amount you would 
like to donate for OCC.  Contact Merle Lambeth with questions. 

Bereavement 
We extend our sincere Christian sympathy to those who have lost loved ones recently: 
~ to Nancy Hill in the passing of her brother 
~ to Carla Arrowood in the passing of her aunt and uncle 

Church Numbers For July 

W e are unable to count those in cars during our drive-in service, but we are thankful for those sitting in their cars as well as 
those in lawn chairs.  Our financial numbers for July are: General Offering - $30,818/Building Fund - $8,655.  https://

give.idonate.com/new-friendship-baptist-church/give 

Nominating Committee News 
It is getting to be that time of year again when we start planning our officers, teachers and committees for the 2020-2021 church 
year which begins September 1st.  Your Nominating Committee began our planning sessions in July.  If you feel led to 
volunteer for a position, please notify one of the Nominating Committee Members and let them know what you are interested in!  
Remember our slogan from last year?  “If you don’t come looking for us, we’ll come looking for you!”  Feel free to contact 
anyone on the committee (listed below) with questions. 
Nominating Committee: Theresa Coleman - Chairperson, Chris Byrne, Eddie Hauser, Darren Combs, Butch Motsinger, Pat 
White, Ann Combs, Randall Spiva, Sue Shepherd, Carla Arrowood 
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Thank You 

Harold and I would like to thank everyone for all the prayers, calls and cards we have received during my 
surgery and recovery.  I am making progress and hope to be back at church soon.  We are blessed to have 
such a wonderful church family.  Love and thanks to all.  Susie Gardner 

Prayer List 
Sick: Patrice Addertion, Dennis & Gwen Annas, Malachi & Markus Autry, Rita Berrier, Bruce Blevins, Jim & Ruth Brooks, Robin 
Brown, Michael Bunn, Carolyn Calhoun, Temple Cameron, Daryl Carter, Eddie Carter, Pastor Barry Clement, Roger & Sharon Cook, 
Ray Cope, Vic Cranfi ll, Katrina Darr, Erica Douglas, Susie Gardner, Robert Gentry, Darrin Grogan, Audrey Hall, Wilma Hall, Pastor 
Ken Harris, Travis Hartman, Dylan Hayes, Brianna Hendley, Jimmy Hill, Betty Hilton, Jack Hutchins, Bob Jellison, Bonnie Hill, 
Pastor Brian Johnson, Max & Merle Lambeth, Phoebe Lambeth, W.F. & Gloria Lawrence, Cecil Leftwich, Pastor Bobby & Jean 
Leonard, Joanna Lookabill, Betty Love, Devin Moore, Melba Moore, Donna Newsome, Jeff Otey, Randy Owens, Robin Pennell, 
Jackie Peoples, Ricky Perryman, Michael & Sandra Pinnix, Rudy & Peggy Puckett, Angie Reece, Gene Reich, Delores Romesburg, 
Barbara Roten, Herb & Vickie Schenck, Charles & Susan Simpson, Janie Simpson, Albert & Diane Smith, Pat Swaim, Ricky Taylor, 
Fred Trivette, Sonny Vannoy, Jimmy Weaver, Tim White, Delores Wiley, Joyce Williams, Zelda Wilson 
Elderly & Shut-Ins: Ellen Adams, Jim Adams, Verona Altman, Hubert Asbury, Elsie Bean, Betty Beck, Gwen Bracknell, Margaret 
Callahan, Pauline Cook, Earl Dittus, Mary Doby, Pauline Eads, Jo Alice Edwards, Ruby Embler, Grace Everhart, Raymond & Mae 
Everhart, Faye Fincher, Donna Floyd, Don & Thais Ghiata, JoAnne Goetz, Jennell Hart, Tom Hart, Shirley Higgs, Eli & Elizabeth Hine, 
Pat & Pauline Hines, Bill & Norma Jean Holcomb, Helen James, Susie Jones, Opal Kallal, Lewis Kiger, Dan Klutz, Rayvena 
Lambeth, Ms. Lawson, Gene Lookabill, Mary Lyons, Ila Mabe, Mossie Marshall, Jan Moore, Bobbie Morris, Junior Nuzum, Lois 
Otey, Bobbie Pace, Evon Parker, Jean Peak, Betty Pell, Shirley Pennell, Nancy Reid, Pastor Jim Scales, Margaretha Shelton, Nick & 
Betty Snyder, Inez South, Joe Wade & Margaret Stewart, Bubba Swaim, Jeanette Teague, Jim & Jan Waddell, Nancy Wagoner, Mrs. 
Whitehurst, Nancy Whitman, Frank Woosley  
Surgeries: Gary Kiger 
Our Military: Landon Bowen, Jake DeHart, Jack Dugan, Hunter Esp, Jaie Maness, Robert Russell, Ben Rutledge, Alex Saylor, 
David & Amber Breedlove Smith, Jake Smith, Adam Spiva, Casey Taylor, Matt Ziglar 
Missions & Ministries: City Lights Ministry, Daryl & Leah Burnette, Blake Comer-NAMB in NYC, Compassion International, 
Piedmont International University, The Root Cellar in Lewiston, ME, Salem Pregnancy Care Center, David & Kathy Parsons, Swerve 
Church, Danny & Melissa Torres, On Wings Like A Dove, Easton Elementary School, Energize Ministries, Who’s Your One? 
Special Requests: Gretchen Bennett, Stacey Goodwin, Jason Blevins, Holly Reedy's family, Israel & Middle East, unsaved friends 
and loved ones, many unspoken requests, Travis & Heather Schenck, churches seeking pastors/pastors seeking churches, law 
enforcement personnel, our students & teachers, fi rst responders, our marriages, Sue Waller, college & high school students, 
Bracken Kiger, travel mercies, USA & elected leaders, Garrett Morgan, Jessica Miller, Job: Bobby Whitehurst 
Bereaved: Westmoreland family, Carla’s family 
Reminders:
If you need to reserve the building or the bus for any reason, please give Vivian a call at 336-788-3112 or email her at 
(vivianleigh@me.com) as soon as you know about your event so that we can keep the calendar organized.  If you have 
information that needs to be put in the bulletin, please have that to Vivian by 10AM on Thursday mornings.  If you have 
information that needs to be put in the monthly newsletter, please have this information to Vivian by the 20th of each 
month.
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